
 

 

 
  

   
Annual 
Report  

 

2010 
  



1                                                 www.cogdesign.org 
 

 
 
Board of Directors 
 

Jean Krasnow, President 
Higher Education Admin. (ret.)  

 
Roger Jeanty, Vice-Pres. 
Business Executive (ret.), 
Landscape Designer 
 

Sally Muspratt, Clerk 
Landscape Designer 
 

Roger Fasnacht, Treasurer 
Comptroller, Hartney Greymont 
 

Ellen Forrester 
Landscape Designer 
 

Linda Herman 
Landscape Designer 

 
Cathie Keenan 
Master Gardener 
 

Rebecca Matthews 
Attorney 

 
Alexandra Schweitzer 
Health Care Administrator 
 

 
Advisory Board 
 

Diane Aronson 
Non-profit Administration 
 

Monica Fairbairn 
Landscape Designer   

 
John Furlong  FASLA 
Landscape Architect 

 
Jack Hotchkiss 
Nature Conservancy MA 

 
Karen Howard 
Howard Garden Designs 
 

Aideen Jenkins 
Non-profit Administration 
 

Nancy Phillips 
Affordable Housing Consultant 
(ret.) 
 

Todd Richardson 
Landscape Architect 

 
 
Staff 
Lucia Droby, Executive 
Director 

 

Community Outreach Group  
for Landscape Design 

 

COGdesign provides pro bono landscape design services and is a catalyst 
for the implementation and stewardship of beautiful, safe, and useful public 
green spaces in underserved communities. 

 

 
WHO WE ARE      WHAT WE DO 

 

Since 1997, COGdesign has completed over 80 landscape design projects 

representing work in 30 communities throughout eastern Massachusetts.  

Projects range in scope from small planting plans to comprehensive master 

planning.  

 

COGdesignôs services are available to community groups which are 

prepared to participate actively in the design development process and are 

challenged by a limited or non-existent budget for landscape development.   

 

We work actively with our clients to determine together how we can best 

involve them, serve their needs, transfer information to them, and impact the 

environment and the community.  

  

COGdesign  clients include underfunded community organizations such as 

community gardens, public and private schools, neighborhood parks, Friends 

groups, affordable housing, churches, historic sites, and municipal agencies.  

Clients benefit from the innovative and creative work of COGôs designers 

who work as volunteers. The designers, in turn, benefit from exposure to a 

wide range of challenging design problems and from the satisfaction of 

contributing to community and environmental improvements. 

  
For more information about COGdesign, visit www.cogdesign.org ;  
call 781.642.6662, or email to info@cogdesign.org. 

 

 

t 
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WHY IMPROVING COMMUNITY GREEN SPACES MATTERS 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
    

Thank you for your interest and support of the Community Outreach Group for Landscape Design 
(COGdesign). This Annual Report provides an opportunity for us to share with you the exciting and 
creative work of our organization during 2010.  
 

COGdesign is made up of individuals, volunteers, and professional landscape designers who 
appreciate the restorative and often healing power of beautiful green spaces. Some of us have such 
spaces in our lives; all of us recognize that there are many places, often in under-resourced 
neighborhoods, where people do not have such access. We are determined to change that. By creating 
and improving neighborhood sites, we make it possible for many more people to benefit from the 
restorative power of beautiful and safe green spaces. 

 
We do our work in collaboration with a wide range of community organizations. We respond to 

requests from the community and recruit designers who contribute their time pro bono.  Recently, the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council cited our ñcommendable mission for stewardship of useful public green 
spaces and clear evidence of benefit to diverse communities.ò 
 

This yearôs projects illustrate the range of projects with which we work and the broad spectrum of 
community groups with whom we collaborate: 

   

 the Embassy Park Design Competition; 

 a design for the Roxbury YMCA, with plans for installation; 

 the new Cancer Garden of Hope on Bostonós City Hall Plaza; 

 Master Urban Gardeners at Home instruction; and 

 horticultural training for residents of Pine Street Innôs jobs program. 

As we look forward to next year and beyond, we are committed to continuing our urban focus, our 
design excellence, and to developing the maintenance capability to sustain our work over time. 

 
We welcome your interest, volunteer time, and contribution to our work. In all these ways you can 

be part of the work that we do: designing gardens, strengthening neighborhoods. 
 
Jean Krasnow, President   
COGdesign Board of Directors  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jean in the Nursery Garden. 
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Programs 
 
Embassy Park Design Competition: A Year-long Odyssey 
Waltham, MA                                        
 
The Embassy Park Design Competition 
sought to generate new design ideas for the 
improvement of an underused urban public 
park on Moody Street in the heart of 
downtown Waltham, Massachusetts. 
 
Embassy Park offers many design and 
construction challenges but also many 
opportunities with its proximity to Moody 
Streetôs popular restaurants, the Embassy 
Cinema, the Charles River, cultural 
institutions, and bus and train transit. The 
small park gives óbreathing roomô to the 
street and could become a community 
gathering place as well. 

 
 
In spring 2010, COGdesign invited Waltham High School art 
students to visit Embassy Park to inventory and re-invent the 
space. The students created four fanciful models that 
expressed their visions for a re-designed Embassy Park.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In September 2010, COGdesign hosted a Community Visioning 
day at the Francis Cabot Lowell Mill near the park. A diverse 
cross section of the Waltham community ï and others interested 
in urban park design ï came together to share impressions, 
hopes, and visions for a new Embassy Park. 
 
 

At the conclusion of the web-based design competition which 
ran through the fall, more than 50 submissions representing 14 
countries and 14 states were received. Design concepts ranged 
from the practical to the wondrous. A three-member jury 
considered all submissions during a blind review process and 
chose the submissions which they felt best represented the 
requirements of the location and the community.   
 
 

 
 
The Awards Celebration in December, at the Center for Digital Imaging Arts at Boston University on 
Moody St., celebrated the award winners, competition participants, and the conclusion of a very 
successful community-based design competition.   
 
Competition details, the award winners, and all submissions can be viewed on www.embassy-park.org. 

 

 

 The Memory Remains by Herrera Nielsen Design, First Place Professional 

http://www.embassy-park.org/
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Embassy Park Competition Planning Team   

Natalie Adams  

Lucia Droby 

Charlotte Fleetwood 

Mary Gregory  

Carol Laboissonniere 

Karen Longeteig  

Cheryl McLaughlin  

Sally Naish  

Tricia Nightingale 

Susan Quateman 

Kathy Tunsley 

Todd Richardson, advisor 

Jurors 
Nick Capasso, Ph.D., Deputy Director for Curatorial Affairs, deCordova Sculpture Park and Museum, 
Lincoln, MA 
Tim Love, AIA, LEED AP, Principal, Utile Inc., Boston, MA 
Shauna Gillies-Smith, ASLA, LEED AP, Ground, Somerville, MA 

 
Graphic Design 
Margery Stegman, Schenkel/Stegman Communications Design 
Kristin McLaughlin 
 
Photographer 
Kathy Tarantola, Kathy Tarantola Photography  
 
Community Partners   
City of Waltham 
Back Pages Books 
Boston Society of Landscape Architects 
Boston University Center for Digital Imaging Arts  
Downtown Waltham Partnership 

Francis Cabot Lowell Mill 
Lincoln Studios  
WatchCDC 
Waltham Historical Society  

 
Design Competition Sponsors 
New England Foundation for the Arts/Fund for the Arts   
New England Landscape Design and History Association (NELDHA)  
Rosalie Johnson Fund   
Waltham West Suburban Chamber of Commerce   
Waltham Cultural Council/Massachusetts Cultural Council   

 
 

Designs Completed in 2010 
 
Roxbury Family YMCA, Roxbury, MA                                                             
Designer: Monica Fairburn 

The Roxbury Family YMCA is a well-used community facility offering 
programs for adults, seniors, youth, and children. After a series of meetings 
with Greater Boston and Roxbury YMCA staff, COGôs designer developed 
a garden plan for a tired and under-used space near the main entrance.  
The new óForest Gardenô will announce the Y to passersby and offer an 
experience with nature to Y participants and the neighborhood.  A grant 
from the Roxbury Trust kicks off fundraising with anticipated installation in 
2011.  
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Symphony Park Restoration, Boston, MA                                
Designers: Jon Pate and Lisa Esterrich 

The Fenway Civic Association requested help to develop a plan to revitalize 
this urban park, created in the 1970s during the Fenway Urban Renewal 
program.  It is heavily used by area residents including elderly living in 
subsidized housing next door. COGôs designers solicited input and concept 
review from community members and the Boston Parks Department, 
resulting in an approved plan that makes the park more accessible, 
functional, and attractive as a socializing and recreational space for the 
neighborhood.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Project Installations Underway or Completed in 2010  
 
Cancer Garden of Hope, City Hall Plaza, Boston, MA                                                   
Designers: Ellen Forrester, Linda Herman 

The Conquer Cancer Coalition, the Zuker family, and many other 
supporters worked ceaselessly to create a garden for inspiration and 
reflection to empower the cancer community.  COGôs designers 
developed the planting plan for the 150 linear feet of built-in brick 
planters and benches.  The site, once desolate and ignored, has been 
transformed into a healthy, colorful place that is inviting and engaging 
for locals and visitors.  The gardenôs grand opening, with Boston 
Mayor Thomas Menino welcoming the crowd, was in June 2010.  
 
 
Ronan Park Dog Recreation Space, Dorchester, MA                             
Designer: Charlotte Fleetwood 

With the help of the Animal Rescue League of Boston and the Frank Stanton Foundation, Friends of 
Ronan Park succeeded in raising the funds needed for construction of a 6,000 SF off-leash dog 
recreation space. The ribbon cutting was in spring 2010 with Boston Mayor Thomas Menino officiating, 
surrounded by many happy canines and their companions!      

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


